HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

vorhang", Die form Yavanika findet sich in Amarakosha,
Harivamca etc." The word however more probably denoted
as has been shown, some fabric made by the Yavanas (see
E, J. Rapson, art "Indian Drama" in Encyclopaedia of
Religion and Ethics, vol. IV) and imported into India.

The extant masterpieces of the Indian drama belong to
the augustan age of classical Sanskrit literature, which may
be supposed to begin with the establishment of the Gupta
Empire in 319 A. D. and to extend to about the year 800 A.
D.j though the literature of the next three or four centuries
which may be regarded as the Silver Age, includes a number
of dramas of considerable interest and importance. But
the later productions are destitute of originality : they are
either imitations of the old models or exercises worked out
in accordance with the rules of the rhetoricians and the
writers on the dramatic art. Recent discoveries have
however shown that the classical drama is of much later
antiquity than is represented in the extant literature. Frag-
ments of Indian palm-leaf MSS, found in Central Asia show
a dramatic literature possessing substantially the same chief
characteristics, which flourished several centuries earlier
in the Kushana period. Like all other works of classical
period, such as the romances, the literary epics and the lyrical
poems, the Sanskrit dramas are of an artificial and highly
elaborate character and so we find the drama on its .first
appearance in literature to be a perfected work of art, the form
of which already definitely settled, has not subsequently
undergone any important modification.

Characteristic Differences between the Greek and
Hindu Drama.

Another important feature of the Hindu Drama which
distinguishes it from the classical and other dramas is the